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To  tne  School  TeacKers   of  Pniladelphia 

For  the  purpose  of  stimulating  interest  among  the  school  children  in  the 
coming  centenary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  PUBLIC  LEDGER 
offers  prizes  for  the  best  compositions  on  the  life  of  the  Martyr  President, 
written  by  pupils  of  the  Public,  Parish  and  Private  Schools  of  Philadelphia. 
This  plan  has  received  the  approval  and  indorsement  of  the  Public  School 
authorities  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  Parish  Schools,  and  the  PUBLIC 
LEDGER  respectfully  invites  the  cooperation  of  the  Teachers  of  Philadelphia 
to  the  end  that  the  desired  results  may  be  attained. 

Medals  ^^^    PUBLIC    LEDGER    will    award,    under    the    supervision 

Prize's  °^  ^"  Advisory  Committee  of  Awards,  consisting  of  the  District 

q  ,  Superintendents  of  the   Public   Schools,   the   Superintendent   of 

Parish  Schools  and  of  a  representative  of  one  of  the  leading 

private  schools, 

500  Silver  Medals,  made  by  J.  E.  Caldwell  &  Co.,  bearing  a  portrait 
medallion  of  Lincoln,  and  inscribed  Vv^ith  the  name  of  the  winner. 

100  Cash  Prizes  to  the  writers  of  the  best  compositions. 

100  Framed 'Portraits  of  Lincoln  or  books  about  Lincoln  to  the  value  of 
$5,  at  the  option  of  the  teacher,  to  the  teacher  of  each  pupil  to  whom  shall  be 
awarded  a  cash  prize. 

Articles        Frederick    Trevor    Hill,    the    well-known    authority  on  the   life 
-_  and  work  of  Lincoln,  has  written  seven  articles,  to  be  published 

J  >        1  in  successive  issues  of  the  PUBLIC  LEDGER,  beginning  about 

February  1,  dealing  with  those  features  of  the  career  of  the  erreat 
President  about  which  every  child  in  the  United  States  should 
know.  These  articles  have  been  written  particularly  to  set  forth  fhe  lessons 
of  Lincoln's  life  and  to  inspire  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  a  desire  to  emulate 
hit.  example,  and  they  will  be  in  style  and  language  within  the  comprehension 
of  the  pupils. 

An  outline  of  Mr.  Hill's  articles,  included  herewith,  will  show  their  scope 
and  general  character.  It  is  intended  that  these  articles  shall  be  read  by  the 
children  and  shall  be  the  basis  of  their  compositions,  although  this  is  not  com- 
pulsory; and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  where  school  rules  and  routine 
permit  they  be  made  part  of  the  school  work  in  English  and  History  during 
the  period  of  their  appearance  or  the  week  succeeding.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  teachers  should  select  from  among  the  compositions  submitted  to  them 
the  TWO  best,  or  in  the  event  that  there  is  a  large  participation  in  the  con- 
test, one  selected  composition  for  every  ten  written  by  pupils,  the  teacher  in 
the  latter  case  marking  the  compositions  in  the  ord^r  of  their  merit  —  as 
"First,"  "Second,"  "Third,"  etc. 

CoTnpOsitions      Compositions    must    not    exceed    500    words    in    length   and 
I     iL-  must  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  the  paper 

p      ,1  should    be    foolscap    size.      Compositions    must    reach    the 

fUplLs  PUBLIC   LEDGER   not  later   than    Monday,    February   IS, 

1909,  and  each  composition  must  be  accompanied  by  a  cer- 
tificate signed  by  the  teacher  that  it  .s  the  work  of  the  pupil  and  setting  forth 
the  name,  age,  address  aitd  school  of  the  competitor.  Blank  forms  of  certifi- 
cate to  be  attached  to  th«  compositions  are  sent  herewith,  and  additional 
copies  will  be  furnished  on  application.  All  compositions  and  correspondence 
should  be  addressed  to 
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Details 
of  the 
'Prizes 


Prizes  Will  Be   A.^varded    as   Follo'ws 

500  Silver  Medals  bearing  the  winners'  names  and  containing 
a  medallion  of  Lincoln,  to  the  K)0  pupils  who,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee  of  Awards,  submit  the  best  compositions.  The 
medals  will  be  allotted  as  follows: 

125  for  Compositions  by  pupils  over  16  years  of  age. 

125  for  Compositions  by  pupils  between  14  and  16  years  of  age. 

125  for  Compositions  by  pupils  between  12  and  14  years  of  age. 

125  for  Compositions  by  pupils  between  10  and  12  years  of  age. 
100  Cash  Prises  of  $5  each  to  the  writers  of  the  best  25  compositions  in 
each  of  the  above  classes,  which  arc  the  best  in  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Awards.    There  will  be  in  addition  to  the  Silver  Medals — 

100  Souvenirs  of  the  Competition  to  the  Teachers  of  Pupils  winning  the 
Cash  Prizes.  These  will  take  the  form  of  handsome  framed  portraits  of  Lin- 
coln, or  of  books  about  Lincoln,  to  the  value  of  $5,  at  the  option  of  the  teach- 
ers, the  PUBLIC  LEDGER  making  this  offer  merely  as  a  token  of  apprecia- 
tion of  the  teachers'  co-operation  and  as  a  reminder  of  a  memorable  occasion 
In  the  history  of  the  schools. 

The  A.WQTds  '^^^  award  of  the  medals  and  prizes  will  be  made  by  a 

committee   to   be   designated   by   the   PUBLIC   LEDGER, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  Advisory  Committee  of  Awards — 

WILLIAM  M.  WELSH,  District  Superintendent. 

SAMUEL  L.  CHEW,  District  Superintendent. 

CHARLES  H.  BRELSFORD,  District  Superintendent. 

JESSE  H.  MICHENER,  District  Superintendent. 

GEORGE  WHEELER,  District  Superintendent. 

OLIVER  P.  CORNMAN,  District  Superintendent. 

WILLIAM  W.  BROWN,  District  Superintendent, 

GEORGE  W.  FLOUNDERS,  Di&trict  Superintendent. 

MILTON  C.  COOPER,  District  Superintendent. 

ROBERT  L.  BURNS,  District  Superintendent. 

WILLIAM  W.  BIRDSALL,  Principal  High  School  for  Girls. 

THE  REV.  P.  R.  McDEVITT,  Superintendent  of  Parish  Schools. 

J.  HENRY  BARTLETT.  Superintendent  of  Friends'  Select  SchooL 

In  the  making  of  awards  the  Committee  will  consider  the  following 
points : — 

1 — Neatness. 

2 — Legibility. 

3 — Intelligent  Comprehension  of  the  Subject. 

4 — English. 

The  best  Compositions  will  be  published  in  the  PUBLIC  LEDGER. 


Philadelphia 

Public 

Schools. 
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Philadelphia,  January,  1909. 


OUTLINE    OF 
Seven  Articles  by  Frederick  Trevor  Hill 

To  Appear  in  tke  Puklie  Ledger,  February    1  to  7,  Inclusive 

"Abraham  Lincoln's  Life  Legracy  of  Inspiration  to  Americans."  A  series 
desigrned  to  show,  by  the  lessons  of  a  fifreat  American's  life,  how  the  most 
serious  of  obstacles  may  be  overcome  by  eflfort  such  as  his,  what  the  hum- 
blest and  poorest  of  American  boys  may  achieve,  and  to  incite  among  people 
a  wish  to  emulate  his  example. 

Article  1.     Monday,  February  1,  1909. 
Lincoln's  Birth  and  Boyhood — What  he  made  out  of  nothing  with  neither 
luck  nor  favor.     His  message  to  those  who  feel  they  have  not  had  a  fair 
start  in  life.     An  antidote  for  hopelessness  and  discontent. 

Article  II.  Tuesday,  February  2. 
Lincoln's  Struggle  for  Education — How,  when,  what  and  why  he  studied. 
Incentive  for  Americans  of  moderate  attainments  in  the  experiences  of 
the  man  who,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  life,  was  a  slow-minded 
searcher  after  knowledge  —  "never  afraid  to  ask  questions,  never  too 
proud  to  admit  that  he  did  not  know." 

Article  III.     Wednesday,  February  3. 

Lincoln  as  Farm-hand,  Workman  and  Clerk — Making  a  life  and  making  a 
living.  His  business  experience.  The  country  storekeeper  who  had  ideas 
of  honor  and  fair  dealing,  and  who  repudiated  "Law  Honesty."  A  word 
to  the  modern  business  world  and  a  suggestion  to  the  worshipers  of 
wealth. 

Article  IV.     Thursday,  February  4. 

Lincoln's  Legal  Education  and  Experience — 'The  rise  of  a  country  lawyer  and 
the  methods  by  which  he  commanded  success.  A  practical  demonstration 
of  the  possibilities  of  the  profession.  The  difference  between  lawyers  and 
legal  bravos.  The  difference  between  practicing  law  and  practicing  on 
law.    The  debt  which  the  Bar  owes  to  Lincoln's  example. 

Article  V.  Friday,  February  5. 
Lincoln's  Political  Ambitions,  Experiences  and  Discouragements — A  keen, 
shrewd  politician,  who  was  frequently  guilty  of  "bad  politics."  A  party 
leader  who  declined  to  be  led.  A  good  "mixer"  who  never  got  muddled. 
A  record  of  failures  that  succeeded.  Encouragement  for  those  who  fight 
for  principles  "in  the  dust  of  defeat." 

Article  VI.  Saturday,  February  6. 
The  President  Who  Remained  One  of  the  People — His  fight  against  compro- 
misers and  revolutionists.  The  storms  of  ridicule,  libel,  slander  and 
hatred  which  he  endured.  The  nation's  burden-bearer,  who,  patient  under 
insult  and  accusation,  "heard  the  hisses  turn  to  cheers."  The  talisman  of 
humor  that  cheered  a  saddened  life.  The  lesson  of  political  passions  and 
prejudices  in  the  verdict  of  history  and  posterity.  Public  service  and 
partisan  abuse.     The  crowning  of  courage. 

Article  VII.  Sunday,  February  7. 
How  Lincoln  Harvested  His  Experiences — ^The  little  things  "that  were  not 
worth  while"  which  proved  of  value.  The  undrearaed-of  possibilities  that 
lie  in  the  daily  task  and  trivial  round  exemplified  in  a  career  which  util- 
ized all  the  details  of  life's  training  and  produced  a  master  of  men 
touched  with  human  sympathy. 
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